Special Needs,
Special Practice

WHEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
passed the Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act in 1975, the pre-
sumption was that public schools
would have 1o provide special
education 1o every qualifying child.
But without adequate federal fund-
g, not all districts have cooperated.
In many instances thal means par-
ents have had to sue the districts to
secure an appropriate education for
their learning-disabled children.
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Enter Steven Wyner and Marcy
Tiffany, two Los Angeles lawyers
who came {rom big firms and who
had a fair share of [rustrating experi-
erices with school districts on behalf
of their own children with learning
disabilities. In 2003 they teamed up
and started a new Hrm specializing in
special education cases.

Alter three years, Wyner & Tiltany
has proved itself with more than 35
successtul settlements. And m its most

impressive victory (o
date, Porter v. Bowrd of
Trustees of Manhattan
Beach Unificd School
District {No. CV 00-
08402 GAD), the linn
won a $0.7 niillion sct-
tlement on behalf of o lamily with an
autistic ¢hild—a record lor a special
cducation case. “For a small fin, we
carry a big-firm mentality,” says Tiflany.
“We have been the substantially pre-
vailing party in virally every casc.”

Currently, the firm has three
Tawyers and a stafl of five handling
more than 30 active cascs.

Theirs is a niche practice with a
cause. Says Wyner: “We are comniut-
ted not only to winning cases, butl to
shaping the law.” —Amnic Gaus
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